Enrolling the Berkeley LLM program is necessary for my career. As mentioned in my personal summary, I discovered, in India, the disastrous situation of poor farmers. That situation is not limited, by far, to India. Poorness and dependency towards seed manufacturers is a feature likely to expand in agriculture in many countries in the years ahead. To bring my contribution to that debate, my purpose is to conduct research. I am committed to finding a more equitable distribution of power and responsibilities among market actors in that field. 

To that end, I must, in the first instance, get the best possible education in intellectual property. I have studied that topic in European Law last year. I must now continue to study the area – and the best place is certainly Berkeley. Berkeley is at the very top of the study of international intellectual property. Given my wish to conduct my PhD in Belgium and to give an international angle to my research, to receive knowledge from the best international scholars in this field would be for me an outstanding mean to conduct my research project as well as I want to. I would be particularly interested in taking benefit from the expertise of Robert P. Merges and to have the honor of attending his lectures about “Intellectual Property: Decisions, Strategies, Business Models”.  I am also particularly interested in attending Andrew T. Guzman lectures on “International Trade”. These lectures will clearly help me in my research projects about international regulation of global genetic resource and more specifically about international regulation of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

Plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) have been exchanged around the world for millennia (Morgan 1979, Brush 1998). The domestication of the crops began about 12,000 years ago, and moved quickly both across continents and inter-continentally. In the last century, the emergence of in vitro cell culture technology and molecular biology has lead to a tremendous increase, both in the quantities of PGRFA exchanged and in global interdependencies (Parry 2004). However, the relatively frictionless exchange of biological material and PGRA within a global commons now seems to be reversed. More and more PGRA are enclosed behind national and privatized fences, or only accessible under very restrictive license conditions. 

One of the major factors that contributed to these increasing threats to enclose the global commons in PGRA is the emergence of the global intellectual property regime during the 1990s. 

The international response to this problem was the development of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for food and agriculture (G. Moore and M. Hallewood, 2005). 

However, this system is not perfect and leads to uncertainties about its application. In this perspective, my futures research will be focused on accomplishing the following tasks: 
-    Discuss and evaluate the institutional design and governance principles of PGRFA. 
-    Identify the global challenges and barriers—the scientific, technical, institutional, legal, economic, and sociocultural— to create a better access to PGRFA.
-    Identify the range of policy issues that need to be addressed for maximizing open access to PGRFA. 


Finally, I expect from this year of studies in Berkeley to develop my research skills and my ability to function adequately in top research teams. I am sure that enrolling on a LLM program in your university would enable me to develop my skills in order to work on international systems. It would also enable me to improve my English and, last but not least, to benefit from a truly extraordinary human experience.


